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Mrs. Lillie Birmingham, a contralto from | 18 apparenily s nH'. il h,"' el thefr
Ban Francisco, gave a song recital at Men- | country or todo any good as it is to get into
' | jail and enjoy martyrdom

delssohn Hall yesterday \afternoon. Her | This may all be true t
programme was of the most liberal kind, | ‘lA| ]Y‘ th however, in the book
containing sangs by Gliick, Buononeini, absolutely nothing, however, in the book

h that could not have been obtained easily
rt, Schubert, Schumann, B 8 . ¢
Moza . uma Brahms and from the newspapers. There is not a hint

lite. There

is

others. Even the American composer got 1
as to the revolutionary organization or
8 hearing. Mre. Birmingham is one of :
action, not an incident in the assassina-
those singers to whom natura has been
s . tion nor in the Jewish massacre that has
kind, for she has n contralto voice of really ¢ o
Y | not appeared before in print in English

beautiful quality and abundant power !
| But an old story has to be retold. Like

many other singers who come beforo the | >
publio this one has not mastared tho ele- | POWerful plea against the existing condi-
menta of her art. It is idle to discusa ques- tion in Russia, the book is effective

tions of style, of faste, of interpretation, It is written in a quaint rort of English
when the technic is radically defective. Mrs. | that gives the impression of a translation
Birmingham's tone production {s singularly | from a foreign language by one not wholly

A a summary of the wrongs committad
on the people by the ruling classes, and a

uneven. She occasionally produces notes X 1 y
OIS e the vernacular Wror w
faultlessly.and when she does they are big, versed in ti _ 4 rong . rds
rich, vibrant and warm in color are used so frequently as to suggest re-
But she produces many utterly incor- | liance on a dictionary rather than on per-
rectly and then, of course, the quality is | gonal knowledge of the language This
¢ r INSLANCes vester » 1 2
bad. : In many instar “, f“'“ rday the gives a foreign touch to the story that will
bad production was chiefly due to inability

ssian to the reader, and many

seam very Ru

to pronounce certain vowel sounds while ’ ; . :
einging. That she had troubls with the | little details would not have been men-
umiauted German “u” was not astonishing, | tioned by anyvone that was not more familiar
but she failed e more 'lmlﬂlf\’ with the | with Russian than with English customs
pounds of the English long “a” and short
“e.” Bhe frequently foreed her tones, too, =
20 that she roblbed them of their e The Labrador Traged
exoellence. Her best singing was hear A remarkable story it is that Mr. Ditlon
piet numbers, such as Sch -
quiet numbers, such a ! Wallace has written in “The Lure of t
heimes She did not show an - ™ .
of French or German pronunciation Labrador Wild" (Fleming H. Revell Com
At the beginning of the concert Mra pany), and we are much mistaken if it does
Birmingham was paipably nervous Just | not become a classic among tales of ex-
¢ 88 she arrived at the hall she learned that ation I'he author was the companion
fire had broken out in the Burlington, where “
- il f Mr. Leonidas Hubbard in his disast
ghe lives, Neither the fire nor the nervous- | ! la : is disastrous
uees lasted long attempt to traverse the Labrador penin-
: e = enla from nmx iton Iniet two vears ago
Lientenant of Uire Company Kiiled He tells his story in the first person, b
MILWAUKEE, Wis ¥ 24, Lieut. W m | Bix admiration for hg le r and for |
Morgan of Engine (o mj Iwas killed. five half-bread Cree Indian, George | n, w
other firemen were injured and pronerty accompanied them | Kr that no
valuned at between 335 000 and $40.000 was de- tra of egotism can ! found
stroyed in a fire to-day which started in I'he first part of the exp ion geemed
the planing mill of the International Wood | like camping out on any summer excur-
Work Companv Bn the South Side | e#lan Then the axnlapsrs [ 11Nt

man could write versa if he made up his
mind todoso,and thereby demonstrated how
impervious to poetry a learmed professor
could be, and now we hava the Rev. Henry
Christopher McCook, D. D., 8. D., LL. D.,
and beyond all his dooctorates one of the
fighting McCooks, and perhaps the man
in America who knows most about spiders,

striving to put the late Senator Hanna
into verae In “The Senator, A Threnody”
| (George W. Jacobs & Co., Philadelphin),

the learned and reverend

story of his boyhood, which was spent
with Senator Hanna in New Lisbon, Oh o
The biographical notea appendpd show
| how interesting the account would have
been if put in plain prose. The versifi-
| “cation simply demonstrates that Dr. MoCook
is no poet and isabsolutely deficient in the
sense of the ludicrous. We hope he will
now buckle down and write his reminis-

cences of Senator Hanua in sensible form
We confess know who Henry
Well Wack i%, or why he ghould
intrude the Congo controversy with
“The Story of the Congo Free State” P.
Putnam's Sons) portly octavo voinme
devoted to a defence of the ll»-'g‘nn admin-

we do not
.'.Lih.n

into

(G

a

stration Apparently it is made up from
a study of the documentary evidence, with
no investigation on the spot Perhaps it
was necessary to vphold the Congo admin-

jstration against the various British

that have been made on it It may be that
the author is unprejudiead, but his book 1s
nolemics defence, The

uestion | the stage of a

tiable wsquabbln nd quibbling over
terial things The attack on the nd-
niatra roker wn and the
B AT posa and most peopie
- be willing to leave them thers urtil

their ineapacits muore cleariy demor
trated than it has Leen H. Wellingten
Wack's book is adorned with an excelent
¢ tha Crvpa revlon and with s rbrens

!

author tells the |

| tions

attacka |

author carries her helpfulness to the point |

of giving suggestions about punctuation
and the proper use of words. The list of
foreign words and phrases provided had
better ba left alone, unless the writer is
familiar with them, for plain English should
be sufficient for ordinary correspondenoe.
Mr. Arthur H. Pinero has found an Ameri-
can publisher for his plays in Walter H.
Baker & Co., Boston. From that firm we
have received *Letty” and his latest effort
at facetionusness, *A Wife Without a Smile.”
The American publio did not take to the
lattar ebullition of his humor, and we regret

tosay the plauy when read seoms even flatter |

than on the stage
To every man that loves a dog the new

work put together by Mr. James Watson |

with the title *“The Dog Book,"
in parts by Doubleday, Page & Co.,
be very welcome. If any man knows about
dogs it {8 Mr. Watson, The first part, now
before ug, is perhaps tho least satisfactory
part of the book, because it deals with the
dogs the author can never have known,
the prehistoric dog and those in Assyrian
and Egyptian monuments. The illustra-
to that article, however, are very
fine. Then Mr. Watson goes on to tell
about the dog in the house and the dog
on exhibition, which, however interesting
to fanciers, appeal less to the real dog lover.
We look for mora interesting matter when
he comes to tha different species of dogs,
whers every man may find his gwp dog,
the dog he loves, described,
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the cast at the last moment on acdount of
illness. but the performances went off
creditably

TO ACT IN HISOWN MELODRAMA,

Theodore Kremer, Maker of Thriilers,
Is to Go on the Stage,

Theodore Kremer has signed a contract
with A. H. Woods to star next fall in a pleoe
written by himself. Mr. Kremer's season
will cover a panminf mghtmn weeka, and
he will visit the principal dities.
an actor before he took to writing melo-
dramas. He is now making the play he
will star in.

LEMAIRE ET
PARIS

The judges of the St. Louis Fx-
position acknowledga the supe-
riority of our goods by placing
them beyond competition.

It is quality that has made the
name Demaire famous. See that
this nama, spelled [-E-M-A-I-R-E
{as above), is on the end and
around the eyve pieca of every
Opera and Field Glas: you buy;
otherwise you will buy worthleas
unitations.
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